
FUNTINGTON PLAYERS 

 

Draft minutes of the Management Committee held at Ratham Lane, Bosham on 18th  November          

2019. 

 

Present: 

Barbara MacWhirter (chair) Scilla Jutton-Holland  Carole Wright  Tony Clark 

  

Jan Copsey   Steve Pearce   Clare Burt  Paul Pridmore 

Karen Rives   

 

Action Points in bold italics. Newsletter items marked N. 

 

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

There were no apologies.  

 

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

The minutes were accepted as accurate.  

 

MATTERS ARISING 

The Macbeth witches costumes have been given to Margo Dodd who gave a donation of £10. 

 

TREASURER'S REPORT 

The budget for Rumours is on track, Tony reported. Tickets are 90% sold.  There has been some 

expense for wallpaper, paint and timber. The fabric has been donated by Catherine Goldring. 

Costumes have been procured very economically.  Heather donated and altered an evening dress 

that needs to be deconstructed.  Expenses for props are not expected to be significant. 

There has been a legacy from John D'Este Eastes' estate of £500. 

 

NEW MEMBERS UPDATE 

There has been an enquiry from a lady who wishes to audition for the next play. It was suggested 

that she attends a performance of this one to get an idea of how we operate. 

 

AUTUMN 2019: RUMOURS  

Tony and Scilla reported that rehearsals are going well though some actors need to revisit their 

lines. Heather took on wardrobe as well as production assistant and this is going well. A note has 

gone out appealing for help at Get In. It is a smart box set with a number of doors to hang and some 

coving to erect that is a little tricky. 

As we have advertised further afield in the Portsmouth Diary, it would be interesting to track the 

impact of this, perhaps by asking programme sellers to chat informally with patrons and ask them 

how they heard of the production. We can also get some information from Ticketsource by looking 

at the postcodes of the audience. 

 

SPRING PRODUCTION 2020: OUR COUNTRY'S GOOD 

The workshop was well attended and the audition is planned for 10th December. It will be advertised 

locally. It was suggested that it goes on FPs' Facebook page which Paul manages, as well as the 

personal Facebook page of those who have one. Pat has already done the graphics. There will be a 

cast of 11 with the possibility of a couple more.  

 

FUTURE PLAYREADS AND WORKSHOPS 

God of Carnage, that Jan managed was enjoyed by the members . Barbara will run short excerpts 

from a panto for the December event. Jan will manage a reading of Thornton Wilder's The Long 



Christmas Dinner at the same event. 

On 24th Jan 2020  the AWD scripts will be read.  

Scilla offered to do the next one: Tennessee Williams' The Milk Train Doesn't Stop Here Any More 

on 28th February.   

A workshop on make up was discussed as the next production needs tatoos, lacerations and scars. 

Actors need to look unhealthy, thin and poorly fed as well as younger!  

 

COMMUNICATIONS REVIEW 

Steve has set out wide ranging draft website objectives that were agreed by the committee. They are 

generally to present ourselves as a professional and friendly society that welcomes new people and 

is a source of information to members and visitors. Small details will be finalised. The design of the 

new website, with reference to its being attractive and user-friendly, was also discussed. A Website 

Development Group is needed to get it up and running. Steve, Pat (hopefully) and  Clare could do 

this. Possibly professional help will be sought at a later date. Wix would charge about £100 pa for 

the kind of support that we might need. 

A Steering Committee is also needed and it was agreed that Steve, Tony and Clare would be this 

group and that Heather should be invited to join them. When it is finalised it will need a day to day 

manager. Clare offered to do this. It was suggested that when it is ready it should be launched with a 

main event in the hall on a large screen. 

 

LEAFY'S PLAY 

This might be done in the last week of May. 

 

ACT/DIRECT/WRITE 

17 scripts were offered and Hilary chose 7 as the most suitable for FPs. Pat and Margaret will meet 

Rona who will stage manage for them. There will be readings of the scripts in January. Anyone 

interested in being involved is encouraged to attend. There will be rehearsals through from the end 

of January until they are performed on 14th March in a cafe style evening. 

 

AUTUMN  2020 

Alan has offered to direct either of two plays that we have read already and approved as possibles 

for performance: Hugh Whitemore's Disposing of the Body and Shelagh Stephenson's 

Enlightenment. Committee was very pleased to have this offer and both plays will be passed round 

to those who wish to refresh their memories. 

 

WEBSITE  

Ticket sales are going well. There have been no other enquiries. 

 

HEALTH & SAFETY, TECHNICAL MATTERS AND VILLAGE HALL UPDATE 

Tony said that the WAVH committee were in the final stages of trying to get lottery money.  Within 

a few weeks we will know if  the bid has been successful. Some smaller applications have been.  

The work is out to tender and if we get the financing it would start in mid January. We will have to 

clear out all our stuff, as will the other users. Though most items are worth keeping, we need to take 

advantage of  the opportunity for a radical clear out. We would need to explore the options for 

storage. The hall would then be out of use for 4 to 5 months. This would mean that our Spring 

Production would have to be deferred until the autumn. 

 

A temporary building would be put in the car park to provide a space for smaller meetings and 

group activities but the car park would not be available for parking. If the bid is unsuccessful, we 

reapply for next year. Long overdue basic repairs to the sink and to heaters would then be done. 

 

SOCIAL EVENTS AND NEWSLETTER ITEMS 



Twenty bookings have been made so far for the Twelfth Night meal. We need about forty. Jan has 

sent out a reminder. The cut off date is 9th December. Meal choices have to be made and a deposit is 

needed too. 

 

Tuesday 10th December Audition for Our Country's Good    

Friday 13th December Christmas event at Church Meeting Room 

(Clare will supply a tray of mince pies and Jan and Alan will bring the bar.) 

 

Thursday 9th January Twelfth Night meal at the College 

Friday 17th January playread of AWD scripts  

Friday 28th February playread of Tennessee Williams' The Milk Train Doesn't Stop Here Any More 

 

AOB 

• We need to agree our corporate response to plays that we have read so that it can go on 

record appropriately. God of Carnage had only 4 characters and is doable. It runs for about 

90 minutes but does not have an interval.  The small cast and lack of interval are significant 

drawbacks. 

• We enjoyed reading 84 Charing Cross Road as it is a well-written play but with nearly all 

the action involving just 2 characters, it was not felt suitable for us. It had worked well in the 

past as a studio. 

• Karen apologised that work and family commitments meant that she had attended less often 

than she would have liked. 

• The Copseys will have an extended holiday in the new year and will not be able to host the 

committee meetings then. Scilla offered an alternative venue. 

 

 NEXT MEETING DATES 


