
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF FUNTINGTON PLAYERS 

Held on Tuesday 24th July 2019 at West Ashling Village Hall 
 
Present:  
Noel Edwards Barbara Hart Hilary Strong Toni Hickey  Pat Thompsett 
Rona Musker Alan Copsey Jan Copsey Margaret Edwards Heather Birchenough 
Alan Wright Carole Wright Sue Wilkins Paul Pridmore  Sarah Clark 
Tony Clark Tiffin Jones Pat Grindey Scilla Jutton-Holland Richard Sanderson 
Karen Rives Sybil Grindrod Jason Burt Clare Burt   Nigel Brown 
Andy Marshall Barry Jarvis  Helen Harries-Rees    Barbara MacWhirter 
 
Apologies for Absence:  
Apologies were received from Jenny Dean, Nita Wellcome, Lisa Page-Berelian, Brigitte Laming and 
Roy Seabrook.  
 

Minutes of the last AGM 
 
The minutes were accepted as accurate. 
 

Matters Arising 
 
There were no matters arising.  
 

Chairperson’s Report 
 
Sue has been Chairperson for 3 years and is stepping down and will come off the committee. She 
paid tribute to those who passed away recently: Bronwen, Gwen and Leafy. She recalled social 
events: Scilla's readings and music evening, mentioning that a few attended. The Copsey's barbecue 
had to be  cancelled unfortunately due to several reasons and it is good that Jan has now recovered. 
Successful workshops were run by Isabel Higlett and Hilary Strong and there were some new 
members as a result. Margaret's idea became Art/Direct/Write and we enjoyed the presentation 
after Bolton Twill.  
 
Quartermaine's Terms in the autumn was an excellent production that drew empathy from the 
audience for Quartermaine himself.  
 
Social events in December were not well supported. The quiz was cancelled and the Christmas 
readings and music attracted only a few. The Twelfth Night review attracted more people and the 
presentation and food were very good. 
 
Roger Redfarn told us about his career in the theatre which was most interesting. The spring 
production of Macbeth drew a large cast and was very successful in terms of favourable reviews and 
feedback.  Rumours will be the autumn production and Barry has cast it. The following production 
next spring is Our Country's Good and Tony plans a workshop on it in the autumn. Penny Royal went 
ahead in spite of the inclement weather. 
 



Sue stressed that support from the members could be more forthcoming as some people act but do 
not take on other roles. Heather and Tiffin are also standing down. She thanked all the committee 
for their support and hard work. 
 

Treasurer’s Report 
 
Tony said that the accounts have been audited by Clive Buss as usual and he had been satisfied and 
signed them off. We will continue to ask him to do this in future and thanks were expressed for his 
services. The surplus is down a bit as Macbeth, predictably, did not sell out but we still have a 
comfortable amount. He explained that income listed as miscellaneous comes from Ticketsource as 
we get a small percentage each time tickets are bought from a group we have introduced to them. 
We made a contribution to the Performing Arts Library which we use for most of our play reads. It is 
now managed by a charity so this was felt to be appropriate. 
 
We have also had to make some further provision for storage. For many years we have benefited 
from free storage locally but now, especially with the proposed Village Hall updates, we need to rent  
container space. 
 
Around two thirds of expected subs have been paid.  
 
Tony gave an update on the Village Hall situation. The thermometer shows the current situation 
regarding raising funds. Plans for upgrades have been submitted and planning permission has been 
granted. Some money to fund this is in place and the new Chair and committee of the Village Hall 
have been proactive in raising further funds. There is still a gap to be covered before stage one can 
begin. This involves electrics, drains, gas supply and the kitchen. 
 
An application has been submitted to change the hall from a charity to a charitable incorporated 
organisation.  This reduces the personal liability that falls on trustees.  A standard model has been 
used in the hope that the Charity Commission will approve the application quickly. 
 
We hope that the work can start soon. It is best to do it in winter as the bats will have flown, or in 
mid summer when there are fewer users but inevitably the hall would have to be shut to all users for 
a period. 
 
Tony  gave details of a fund-raising jazz evening to be held on 16th August and directed those 
interested to the website. 
 

Election of Officers 
 
Sue stepped down as Chairperson, Tiffin as Vice Chair and Heather as committee member. Barbara 
MacWhirter was proposed by Sue as the next Chairperson and seconded by Tiffin. Steve Pearce was 
proposed as committee member by Jan and seconded by Sue. Karen Rives was proposed by Scilla as 
committee member and seconded by Tiffin. All were supported by the members. The rest of the 
committee was accepted by the members as well. 
 

AOB 
 
Steve proposed a vote of thanks to Sue for her hard work as Chairperson and Tiffin presented her 
with flowers. 
 



There was some discussion about lack of support from the members for various events. Hilary 
suggested that a prompt response to proposed events should be requested then if it is not 
forthcoming we move on. Jan pointed out that we had done surveys to find out what people would 
like to have on the programme but responding to that did not lead to greater participation. It was 
hoped that the Twelfth Night event will be well supported. 
 

Act/Write/Direct 
 
There was a very professional video presented by Pat and Margaret to launch the next stage of  this  
initiative. Members were encouraged to begin thinking about how they would like to be involved in 
this though they stressed that the casting and back stage roles for the Spring Production in 2020 
would be agreed first. Details of how to get involved, what would be the selection criteria and the 
general principles behind it were given as well as a snapshot of many of our previous productions. It 
will be posted on Youtube so that all members and interested parties can access it. 
 

Rona and the BBC 
 
After the break Rona gave a fascinating survey of her time working for the BBC. She talked of the 
various roles she had, the people she worked with and the programmes she was involved in. It was 
most interesting and we thanked her for such an entertaining talk. 
 


