
FUNTINGTON PLAYERS 

 

Draft minutes of the Management Committee held at Ratham Lane, Bosham on 20th  January           

2020. 

 

Present: 

Barbara MacWhirter (chair) Scilla Jutton-Holland  Carole Wright  Tony Clark 

  

Jan Copsey   Clare Burt    Karen Rives  Paul Pridmore 

  

Action Points in bold italics. Newsletter items marked N. 

 

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

There were apologies from Steve Pearce.  

 

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

The minutes were accepted as accurate.  

 

MATTERS ARISING 

The Alan Bennett play Allelujah  will be requested via inter library loans nearer the play read date. 

 

TREASURER'S REPORT 

Tony has paid a few bills and processed the payments to the college for the Twelfth Night dinner.   

 

NEW MEMBERS UPDATE 

Clare will ensure that a new member's details are circulated. The form should go to her so the 

website needs amending accordingly. 

  

AUTUMN 2019: RUMOURS  

Barry sent a report recently to Barbara. He wanted to see the financial breakdown and Tony has sent 

him this. 

 

SPRING PRODUCTION 2020: OUR COUNTRY'S GOOD 

Tony has cast the play now and has filled a number of back stage roles. He still needs a Production   

Assistant, a Wardrobe Manager and a Props person. Barbara and Scilla will manage wardrobe and 

Tony gave an outline of how he sees the cast dressed. Basically the actors will have a similar plain 

shirt and trousers with a sash, tricorn hat and shoe buckles for officers. When they are female 

convicts they will wear grubby aprons. All will wear plain black shoes. Tony has arranged to meet 

Liz Darke to gain ideas from her on how to source the costumes. Barbara will try to attend this 

meeting too.  

 

FUTURE PLAYREADS AND WORKSHOPS 

Clare passed on contact details for Isabel so that enquiries could be made regarding another acting 

workshop. The idea of a workshop on make up involving tattoos, lacerations and scars has been put 

on hold because of time pressures. It would have been nice to have this before Our Country’s Good 

but it’s not essential.   

28th February 2020  Tennessee Williams The Milk Train Doesn't Stop Here Any More  

27th March  2020  Alan Ayckbourn  Small Family Business 

1st May 2020 Alan Bennett Allelujah, if it can be acquired 

 

COMMUNICATIONS REVIEW 

Steve emailed in an update of the current situation summarised below. 



Steering committee: website objectives and content have been agreed but will be reviewed before 

going live. The design and structure are ongoing. Wix involvement and a plan to educate FPs are 

still to be done. Committee is being updated regularly and there will be a presentation to the 

February committee meeting. 

 

Development team tasks: a plan needs to be made for transferring the prototype to the Wix site and 

the page structure and contents need to be finalised. The new website then needs to be built and 

tested, keeping the steering group updated on progress. When it is approved it can be handed over 

to the named individual to be maintained. 

 

Steve also reported on the Mailchimp situation which will be used as a basis to hold FP members' 

contact details and to disseminate information, in particular the Newsletter. It would allow 

distribution to be effected by someone other than the editor and would allow us to standardise logos 

to give  more 'corporate look' to our publicity. It could be used for other bulk emails too. Problems 

in transferring data mean that it may not be up and running before Jan and Alan leave. Committee 

agreed that it is a good investment and accepted the monthly cost of US$10.   

  

LEAFY'S PLAY 

It has been edited and adjusted by Suzie Wilde now but may not be put on until the autumn. Barbara 

is steering this. 

 

ACT/WRITE/ DIRECT 

Auditions were held on Friday and were well attended. Pat, Margaret and Rona will cast the plays 

in the next few days. Rehearsals can be held in people's homes mostly though the hall has been 

booked for the final Friday and Saturday. There might be a nominal charge of £3 per person to 

cover expenses at the Cafe Evening. 

 

AUTUMN  2020 

Auditions for Hugh Whitemore's Disposing of the Body, directed by Alan, will be held on Tuesday 

5th May.  

 

WEBSITE  

Much of this has already been covered. The handover is yet to be scheduled. On Bolton Twill 

morning (Saturday 7th March) we could have a laptop showing it up and running, perhaps. 

 

HEALTH & SAFETY, TECHNICAL MATTERS AND VILLAGE HALL UPDATE 

The lottery funding to refurbish WAVH is not forthcoming. Some refurbishment work might be 

done over the summer. This would not impact on our timetable of events. Tony found some old 

heaters in the loft and will PAT test them to see if they can replace the ones that are failing. Work on 

the plumbing, the electrics and the kitchen is needed. Tony said that the grand plan is that the hall 

will attract business for weddings and parties so it needs a properly equipped kitchen.  

 

SOCIAL EVENTS AND NEWSLETTER ITEMS 

Barbara was thanked for managing the Twelfth Night meal at the college. 

Friday 28th February playread of Tennessee Williams' The Milk Train Doesn't Stop Here Any More 

Friday 27th March playread of Alan Ayckbourn’s Small Family Business 

Friday 1st May playread of Alan Bennett’s  Allelujah (If it can be obtained through inter library loan 

system.) 

 

AOB 

• The February and March meetings when the Copseys are away will be at Scilla's home. 

• June and Eric have said that they will do the bar. 



 

 NEXT MEETING DATES 


