
FUNTINGTON PLAYERS 

 

Draft minutes of the Management Committee held in Bosham on Monday 15th April 2019. 

 

Present: 

 

Sue Wilkins(chair)  Jan Copsey  Scilla Jutton-Holland 

Tony Clark    Carole Wright  Paul Pridmore 

Heather Birchenough  Barbara MacWhirter Tiffin Jones 

Action Points in bold italics. Newsletter items marked N. 

 

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

An apology was received from Clare Burt. 

 

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

The minutes were felt to need some adjustment. Sue sent an email to schools not a flier. Bags were 

used as props not rucksacks. The cast took some velcro off the shirts. The medals and ribbons were 

added by back stage crew. 

 

MATTERS ARISING 

There were no matters arising. 

 

AUTUMN 2019 

Barry will attend the next committee meeting to discuss plans for Rumours, which was decided on 

after the committee read two of the plays that he suggested. Jan will send him the form we give out 

at auditions for members' details and aspirations. She will make the bar available as usual. Scilla 

will get performing rights and scripts before the end of the financial year, hopefully. Tony suggested 

that Sarah Gott be contacted as a designer who Barry may wish to use. Clare will be allowed access 

to the Facebook page by Paul so that we can more easily use social media to advertise the next 

production. 

 

MACBETH 

Hilary emailed her feedback on the last production, saying how delighted she was with the work of 

cast, production and crew: 

• Press and marketing via videos on YouTube and Facebook were effective and need to be 

employed earlier. Marketing tools could be refreshed to see if new outlets could help. 

• New members need an information pack on membership fees, production weekend schedule 

etc. 

• Two sharing Stage Management worked well as there was regular communication. The role 

could benefit from defining so that some mundane tasks could be delegated. 

• The production weekend worked very well as the first tech was done on Saturday.  Full 

costume on both Sunday rehearsals as well as any makeup that needs to be checked under 

the lights is important, e.g makeup for Banquo's face had to be checked under the lights and 

adjusted accordingly. 

 

 TREASURER'S REPORT 

Tony presented a graph of ticket sales. It showed that ticket sales were slow until a late surge.  The 

videos appear to have helped.  In the end we achieved 82% sales on Macbeth which was sufficient 

to secure a surplus. Twenty seven under 18s saw it and we received some very favourable 

comments on scocial media.   We may be able to recover some money by selling costumes 

on ebay. 

 



The  Performing Arts Library will be turned over to a charity to run and Tony will pay what was 

pledged. We will wait until asked before giving any more. 

 

NEW MEMBERS UPDATE 

Two new actors never did pay their subscriptions and are unlikely to do so now.  There has been an 

enquiry from one lady who is interested in helping backstage. Paul has replied to her email. 

 

PENNY ROYAL 

Scilla's two one-act plays were read and approved for Penny Royal. Both plays have been cast now 

using those who attended and expressed interest. It will follow the traditional format and Scilla will 

write a short piece with the details for the Newsletter. 

 

AGM 

Rona has agreed to do her talk on her time with the BBC to follow the business part of the AGM. 

The committee is prepared to stand again but we need a new Chairperson. No one  has offered so 

far so the Newsletter will ask for nominations to be submitted by 7 days before the AGM at the 

latest.(N) 

 

FUTURE PLAYREADS/WORKSHOPS 

Thursday 25th April Rumours by Neil Simon  

Friday 31st May Our Country's Good by Timberlake Wertenbaker. This is to be considered as a 

production for 2020 directed by Tony.  

Jan suggested God of Carnage by Yasmina Reza as a possible play read in September.  

Scilla suggested parts 1 & 2 of the trilogy that precede The Fat Lady Sings in Little Grimley: Last 

Tango in Little Grimley and Last Panto in Little Grimley by David Tristram as either a playread or a 

studio performance.  

 

WEBSITE UPDATE 

Some suggestions were made regarding navigation on the website on the members area for job 

descriptions. Details of the play read and the audition for Rumours will be posted on the site. Paul 

will consider a site map.  

 

HEALTH & SAFETY, TECHNICAL MATTERS AND VILLAGE HALL UPDATE 

Tony said that the group looking at these issues has not met yet but he will email them. The back 

door external light bulb had failed but he could not get the cover off to replace it.  The light over the 

main doors which is movement activated has also failed.  Replacing the bulb has not fixed the 

problem so there seems to be a more substatial problem with it. The switch for the fire doors porch 

light is inonveniently situated in the kitchen passage, something that will not be remedied until the 

hall is rewired as part of the upgrade. Tony is also concerned about the emergency exit lights.  The 

leaking sink will be taken out as part of the kitchen upgrade planned for this summer. 

 

A portion of our equipment and stored materials needs to be moved soon. Tony will ask Clare if she 

can assist with her van and then a small group of helpers will be formed.  

 

Barbara feels that a fire exit policy needs to be written so Heather will work on it with her. It was 

felt that FoH Manager or the substitute needs to attend til the end of each performance to ensure an 

orderly exit in the event of a fire or emergency. Better torches need to be bought too – Tony will 

investigate. There are official notices posted already about procedures. 

 

SOCIAL EVENTS AND NEWSLETTER ITEMS 

Quiz - Saturday 18th May- members will be asked to bring food to share. 

Penny Royal - Saturday 15th June  



AGM Tuesday - 23rd July 

Rehearsals start for Rumours on 10th September. 

 

There was some discussion regarding a potential summer event in the Church Meeting Room where 

members could bring readings and music to share. Tony spoke of the possibility of a play read in his 

garden followed by afternoon tea but this would depend on good weather. Barbara suggested a West 

Dean trip that could be arranged informally and last minute by a small group, again depending on 

the weather. 

 

AOB 

• Tony brought spare programmes and fliers for anyone to take. 

• Paul said that Pat felt that the production of the programmes was not entirely as she had 

expected. She will be asked to clarify so that we can get it sorted for the next time. 

 

NEXT MEETING DATES 


