
FUNTINGTON PLAYERS 

 

Minutes of the Management Committee held at North Mead on 17th  February  2020.   

 

Present: 

Barbara MacWhirter (chair) Scilla Jutton-Holland  Carole Wright  Tony Clark 

Clare Burt    Paul Pridmore   Steve Pearce. 

  

Action Points in bold italics. Newsletter items marked N. 

 

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

There were apologies from Karen Rives and Jan Copsey 

  

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

The minutes were accepted as accurate. 

 

MATTERS ARISING 

 Any matters arising will be dealt with during the meeting. 

 

SPRING PRODUCTION: OUR COUNTRY'S GOOD 

Tony is pleased with the way the actors have started to get to grips with the complexities of the play. 

He will move towards working on the emotional temperature soon. 

 

Bolton Twill: the flyer is ready for printing and the envelopes have been prepared. Ticketsource is 

ready to go. The play is in the Portsmouth Diary and initial discussions are underway regarding the 

programme. A date needs to be set with Rosey to come to do the photos. It might be useful to make 

a video to aid publicity. 

 

It would be useful to have someone to work with Alan on managing props and furniture. Tony will 

order material for the set that can be reused on flats at a later date. Costume is underway and Tony 

envisages the cast helping to source this. Headgear was discussed to help with differentiating 

between various roles that individuals take on. There are a number of costume sources to explore. 

Jacqui will work on makeup and Linda has been asked to help too. Lisa Page-Berelian has agreed to 

manage Front of House. 

 

FUTURE PLAYREADS AND WORKSHOPS 

Isobel  Arnett is willing to do a workshop on acting. It was suggested that we ask her to do 

something on Restoration Theatre as a link with the Recruiting Officer which is the play within a 

play. She might like to look at something that contrasts completely with that too, such as a Brecht 

perhaps. Barbara will discuss this with her and suggest a Saturday morning in June. 

 

Clare has a possible candidate to run a workshop on makeup for us. She will sound him out and 

report back. Steve will look through Bronwen's collection of books on makeup to see if there is 

something useful for us. 

 

28th February 2020  Tennessee Williams The Milk Train Doesn't Stop Here Any More 

27th March  2020  Alan Ayckbourn  Small Family Business 

1st May 2020 Alan Bennett Allelujah, if it can be acquired 

 

COMMUNICATIONS REVIEW 

Steve had emailed in an update of the current situation summarised below. 

Mailchimp has now a complete list of FP members, apart from the two who do not do email. Steve 



gave thanks for Clare for her assistance. We have to work out how to pay for it now as it charges in 

dollars. Clare can add new members onto it direct. 

 

Steve will look at a template for the Newsletter and the editor will be given user access to do it 

direct onto the new format. He hopes to get it up and running for the February edition but that might 

not happen til March. Scilla will email the Newsletter to him as a Word document. 

 

Steve sent out a link to the new website and asked for comments. We agreed that it looked really 

good. It was suggested that the programme of events includes the year so that people can be assured 

it is current. We need to agree what level of subscription to pay that would suit our needs. Steve has 

offered to pay a low level subscription initially as that might be all we need. A strategy needs to be 

devised to migrate from the current website to the new one. It then needs to be presented to the 

members, possibly at Bolton Twill via a screen presentation. (N) It is hoped that it will all be up and 

running by the time tickets go on sale for OCG. 

 

A reminder to the members to support Bolton Twill will be sent out via Mailchimp by Steve. Tony 

will send him a blurb. 

 

LEAFY'S PLAY 

It has been edited and adjusted by Suzie Wilde and circulated to the committee. Tony paid tribute to 

Suzie's work saying that it is very good indeed and it retains Leafy's voice. Tiffin will manage it and    

she is involved in West Dean so it may not be put on until the autumn. Doing more than one major 

initiative can mean that the main production is not as well supported back stage as we would like. 

We need to ensure that this does not happen in the autumn production. 

 

ACT/WRITE/ DIRECT 

Pat and Margaret are managing this and it has grown! There are nine plays though seven were 

originally planned. They have done a huge amount of work in organising all the rehearsals and 

everything else. It will be performed on the floor of the hall with the audience round 3 sides. Tables 

will not be put in so drink will be on a single table at the back and be available for sale before the 

start and at the interval. Some nibbles will be supplied too. Barbara will contact June and Eric 

regarding glasses. There will not be music as there is no-one to operate it. Possibly the directors 

could operate any lighting changes.  Someone needs to collect the money. 

 

AUTUMN  2020 

Auditions for Hugh Whitemore's Disposing of the Body, directed by Alan, will be held on Tuesday 

5th May and Carole will ensure that this is publicised through the usual channels. 

 

WEBSITE 

This has already been covered. 

 

HEALTH & SAFETY, TECHNICAL MATTERS AND VILLAGE HALL UPDATE 

Tony has replaced two faulty ceiling heaters.  The defective wall heater has been repaired. He is 

checking another ceiling heater that  was found in the loft. The sink in the kitchen is likely to need a 

major plumbing repair as the pipes leak. A plumber has already done a lot of work on the drains. 

 

SOCIAL EVENTS AND NEWSLETTER ITEMS 

Attending the Arundel Festival or West Dean as a party was discussed. There is also an open air 

theatre group in Halnaker. These could be managed informally close to the time when it could be 

seen what the weather was going to be like. 

 

 



AOB 

Claire Abbey is managing a duck race as a fund raiser for the Village Hall in the summer. User 

groups are encouraged to pay £50 to sponsor a duck.  The Committee agreed that the FPs would 

buy a duck. 

 

Barbara produced a flyer on the Petersfield Shakespeare Festival from 16th to 25th July that invites 

creative writing based on Romeo and Juliet. 

 

NEXT MEETING DATES 

Monday16th March at North Mead, Monday 27th April and Wednesday 20th May in Bosham.   


